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Fig3 Case 5: staining of endothelium with antibodies to
factor VIII antigen highlights the vascular proliferation.
Endothelial cells did not stain with antibodies to
o,-antitrypsin.

Hallam, Mackinlay, Wright

IgE concentrations have been reported with lesions
described as both Kimura’s disease and angiolym-
phoid hyperplasia with eosinophilia, although they are
more common in the former."” The presence of a blood
and tissue eosinophilia and raised serum IgE concen-
trations further suggests an allergic aetiology and,
indeed, atopic allergy to Candida albicans has been
postulated by Takenaka et al.’

All our patients presented within the first few years
of life and the consistent distribution of lesions (upper
arm and buttock) struck us as unusual. We were
alerted to the possible role of immunisation in their
development and indeed the mother of one patient
(case 5) volunteered that the lesions developed shortly
after immunisation. The remarkable correlation of
injection sites (combined diphtheria/tetanus in cases 1,
2, and 3 and triple vaccine in cases 4 and 5) with the
distribution of lesions is particularly noteworthy
(table 1). Measles immunisation was given only in
cases 4 and 5.

While it is difficult to prove conclusively an
aetiological role for immunisation in the development
of angiolymphoid hyperplasia with eosinophilia in our
cases, the evidence certainly suggests an association.
We have been unable to find any previously published
report of such an association. The pathogenesis of this
condition may well be multifactorial and our cases
illustrate only one aspect of the disease. Only five
patients have been biopsied and the diagnosis proved
histologically at our hospital, but we have seen several
clinically similar nodules in similar sites which were
not excised and the problem may be commoner than it
at first seems.

We thank Mr W H Bisset for permission to publish
details of his patient (case 3) and Dr I I Smith for his
advice. We thank Mrs S Turner for typing the
manuscript and Mr L Brett and Mr J Paul for
producing the photographs.

Table 2 Immunohistochemical results in five cases and comparison with results of previously published work

No of Factor VIII
cases IgG IgM IgA IgE antigen o,-antitrypsin
Hallam et al 5 Many plasma Germinal centres, Some plasma Germinal centres, Endothelium  Macrophages
cells few plasma cells some plasma
cells cells, some mast
cells
Wright e al* 1 95% plasma cells 4% plasmacells 1% ?]Iasma Germinal centres  Endothelium  Macrophages
cells
Ishikawa et al® 46 Variable Variable Some plasma Germinal centres, Not done Not done
germinal germi cells many plasma
centres, some centres, some cells
plasma cells plasma cells
Takenaska 10 Germinal centres  Germinal centres — Germinal centres  Not done Not done
etal
Macda et al™ 1 Germinal centres, Germinal centres, — Germinal centres, Not done Not done
some single some single many single
cells cells cells
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